New directions in laser therapy: combination of carbon dioxide laser resurfacing and incisional cosmetic facial surgery.
As clinicians enter a time of increasingly greater patient demand for quality of surgery, superior results, and efficient time use, the plastic surgeon should have as many tools as possible to accomplish these ends. Patient safety should never be compromised, however. A thorough analysis of the patient regarding physical complaints and social and medical history is of utmost importance. The guidelines that have been enumerated are just that-guidelines. Still, the plastic surgeon must use all of his or her experience and knowledge to formulate the best and most appropriate surgical plan for each individual patient.